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MEETING DATE: 14th March 2019

AUTHOR: Michael Cross
Head of Arts, InvestSK
01476 406129        michael.cross@investsk.co.uk

SUBJECT: Cultural Conversation engagement programme update

PURPOSE: For the Culture & Visitor Economy Overview and Scrutiny Committee to 
consider the progress of the Cultural Conversation engagement programme 
to date and offer further guidance for delivery.

REPORT:

1.1 Further to the report considered by the Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 24 January 2019 
(iSK0011) the online questionnaire was refined and revised with kind support from Councillor 
David Taylor.

1.2 Members of the Culture and Visitor Economy Overview & Scrutiny Committee were invited 
to complete the questionnaire as part of a focus group activity. This provided the opportunity 
for further feedback prior to launching the link live on 1 March 2019. 

1.3 The link - https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SKculture2019 - will be available until 31 May 
2019.
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1.4 Cards and button badges will provide promotional support for the survey and these will be 
distributed as part of the face-to-face activities planned over the coming weeks.

 
1.5 The initial Stakeholder/Strategic Partner meetings held in January and February were well 

attended (200+ attendees over the four sessions) and well received. The press coverage was 
very positive, with attendee contributions constructive and feedback from the events varied 
and demonstrating a high level of engagement.

1.5 Feedback is currently being collated, together with a summary of the areas discussed and 
highlighted for further action.  

1.6 The summary review will be shared with attendees and Members.

1.7 Planning for a short series of schools’ workshops is currently underway, with delivery 
scheduled for the last two weeks of March. Dates and venues still to be confirmed.

1.8 The events will include workshops for children, with an opportunity to then meet with 
parents/guardians and staff within the school. The online survey will be promoted alongside 
faced-to-face contact.

1.9 Wider Public Engagement 

A list of target groups has been compiled, with potential visits planned to discuss the cultural 
strategy to ensure the most effective demographic and geographic reach of the work.

1.9 Evaluation and review will be ongoing throughout the process, thereby maintaining the most 
efficient use of time and resources in relation to the proposed timeframe for delivery. 

CONCLUSION:

The engagement programme is progressing well, with high levels of positive engagement and 
extremely constructive suggestions coming forward from the organisations engaged. The findings 
will be collated and shared with the Committee members and further comment from members is 
welcomed at this stage.


